July 7, 2004

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Dayle Harrison at (616) 218-4444 or Kevin Ricco at (269) 673-0378

Kalamazoo River Dams, Pollution, and River Float Tour

An exciting float and educational canoe and boat trip is planned for the Kalamazoo River between Plainwell and the City Allegan.    Visit the three Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) dams and the City of Otsego Dam and see first hand the dams’ PCB contamination.  Then later, we’ll   float or boat the river from the MDNR Otsego dam downstream to the Trowbridge Dam at 26th street.  The general pubic is invited as well as local, state and federal elected officials.  Representatives from various state and federal agencies will also be in attendance.  

 
This river tour is hosted by the Kalamazoo River Protection Association, Allegan County Parks and Tourism, and National Association Conservation District of Allegan County. The informational part of the day’s event will consist of brief presentations about dam removal, tourism and recreation potentials.  Additional focus will be placed on the long overdue river cleanup plans still in the planning stage by U.S. EPA.    A brief presentation relating to the “cleanup plans” proposed in 2001 by Georgia Pacific Corp, and Millinium Holdings, Inc., the parties responsible to pay for the cleanup will be discussed.  Their plan, which was to rip-rap the banks or the river with crushed concrete and let nature take its course was totally rejected by the community.  To restore the recreation and tourism potential of this is 15-mile stretch of the river, several hundred thousand cubic yards of PCB toxic waste will need to be removed from this major lifeline in our communities.     


This combined educational and float trip will take place, rain or shine, on Saturday, July 17, 2004.   Interested folks need to meet at Home Depot’s SW parking lot at 9:00am.   Home Depot is located about ½ mile West of US 131 at Plainwell on the North or right side of M-89 going towards Otsego.  Canoe and/or boat space will be provided to elected officials.   Others will need to bring their canoe or kayak.  You will need tennis shoes to walk from the road to the launch area.  

The plan is to leave at 9:15am in provided vans and visit the MDNR Plainwell Dam and impoundment and the City of Otsego Dam and return to Home Depot by 10:30am.  We will then take our vehicles and drive to the launch area just downstream of the MDNR Otsego dam on River Road.  Launch time is 11:30am.  Directions to the launch site are: as you are leaving the City of Otsego going West on M-89, turn left just past the green ski resort sign and before the Mobil service station.  You will be on Jefferson Road.  Cross Pine Creek and keep going straight, (do not take the curve to the left) to the first road on the right.  Turn right, you will be on River Road and continue about a mile to the dam on the right.  If you go past the Bittersweet Ski Resort entrance, you have gone to far.    

The float trip should be completed by 1:30 in the afternoon.  For more information, contact: Dayle Harrison at the Kalamazoo River Protection Association’s office at 269-686-7822 or cell at 616-218-4444 or Kevin Ricco at Allegan County Parks and Tourism at 269-673-0378 or visit us on the Web at www.allegancounty.org or kalamazooriverprotection.org.   We hope to see you on the river.   

