TMDL Committee Meeting

Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant

May 27, 2004
9:00-11:50 

Participants:  Doug Carter, Christine Kosmowski, Dave Heincke, Rene Wilson, Dean Baas, Mike Tenenbaum, Jeff Eves, Jenny Molloy, Bill Hunsberger, Rich Koster, Lowell Knapp, Jane Herbert, Eric Kerney, Justin Blackman, Mark Kieser, Marc Elliott

Welcome and introductions:  Jeff Eves welcomed everyone and each person introduced themselves.
A motion was made to approve minutes from the February 12, 2004 TMDL Committee meeting and was seconded.  In the 2nd paragraph of “Upcoming Events” the word Autobon should be spelled Audubon.  Under Special reports, Jenny commented that it should be stated “How are you fulfilling your obligations” not “why aren’t they fulfilling their obligations.”  Under In-Stream, In-Lake Processes, the missing words should be Great Lakes Commission.
Special reports:
Rich K., Watershed wide clean-up – October 2:  Will go to a meeting next Friday with Calhoun County.  Good responses from volunteers.  Earth Day was successful.  Had handout for October 2 Clean Sweep (Kazoo River).  On June 8, 7:00 p.m., the Sierra Club will sponsor a meeting at the Kalamazoo Charter Township Building regarding the Kalamazoo River superfund site.  The purpose is to inform citizens and open an opportunity for more involvement.  Don Brown is asking for more volunteers.

Dean B., MSUE Planned Phosphorus Sampling Program:  Five auto-sampler locations have been approved.  The intent is to isolate, as mush as possible, the following classes of land use:  urban, agriculture and forested/natural.  Also, efforts are designed to focus on the Battle Creek River, and impacts of Morrow Pond.  Dean’s waiting for the river to go down so he can install them, it is too unsafe to do right now.  An additional 15 sites have been selected for collection of weekly “grab” samples.
Chris K., Super Soils Test Saturday, April 17:  There was slightly less participation than last year.  Many of the vendors would like to have the large watershed map to display year round in their stores.  The sub-committee is going to approach Lowe’s for participation next year and is looking at a fall workshop for homeowners lawn care.  Next year’s Super Soils Testing date is set for April 23, 2005.  They plan to get information/advertising out earlier in the newsletters, paper, etc.

Doug C., Kanoe the Kazoo 2004:  We watched a 10 minute video that was shot at last year’s Kanoe the Kazoo.  Doug had brochures available to distribute to whomever.  The first week went well.  They had about 18 people and were able to get a walking tour of storm water facilities in before the rain.  The Gun River trip was cancelled due to the water level being too high, this will not be rescheduled.  There are 14 more trips/tours and volunteers are still needed.  Pre-registration is necessary for all trips. 
Jeff E., Lake Allegan Carp Derby:  The Carp Derby is June 12, 10a.m.-5 p.m.  He had fliers to hand out which are available also on www.kalamazooriver.net and www. kbs.msu.edu/kzoonps web sites.  BFI is providing a dumpster and the planning is going well, everything is on track.  They met with the City of Allegan representative and they said they would help with advertising.  The next meeting is June 2.
Mark K., Sediment Reductions at River Erosion Sites:  We calculate that 900 pounds of phosphorus are not now making it to the river, as a result of stabilizing the three target sites.  Not quite as many geese are noticed.  The Kalamazoo Wastewater Treatment Plant revamped riverbanks, and have left a 12 foot opening for canoes to dock.  They will adding native vegetation in the near future.
Doug C., Workshop on watershed organizational alternatives:  Will work with DEQ/Michigan River Alliance and campus staff to look at watershed org. models to look for future org. studies and wants to meet with long-term sustainability people that are interested in the TMDL future.

Mark K., Updated to www.kalamazooriver.net:  Mark identified numerous updates to the website.  The point source data is being utilized more frequently.  
Dean B., Status of KBS website and data collection/new employee:  Dean had a handout of the first page of the website.  Just a reminder that the second button from the bottom is for the P reduction activity report form.  He will have information from five auto sampler sites, once that has started to generate data.  There aren’t many hits on this site.  They’ve hired a new person to make appointments with TMDL partners to help identify and collect phosphorus reduction activities and estimates. 
Jane H., Volunteer Stream Monitoring:  Training was done this month.  The Kalamazoo watershed was targeted and had many good candidates, broad understanding of why are they monitoring.

Mike T. , Watershed Initiative:  Noted that the Kalamazoo River Watershed Initiative proposed by the Gun Lake Tribe has been completed, and forwarded to Washington, D.C.  He thanks you all for your statements of support, and the Tribe hopes to find out about their approval in the next couple of months.

Doug C., PCB’s, dams and the EPA, DEQ, DNR and MI-LEG:  Doug described a meeting sponsored by Sen. Patty Bircholtz to examine the PCB and Allegan county dam concerns.  More citizen action will follow.  Doug will attempt to get EPA and DEQ to attend the next TMDL meeting to update our group.

Sub-committee reports:
Agriculture, Jane H.:  There isn’t much activity going on right now because the farmers are so busy.  The next meeting will be in June.   They want to explore some riparian farmer opportunities 

Construction, Mark K.:  Still looking for other funds to address research needs.

In-Stream, In-Lake Processes, Mark K.:  He understands that DEQ has quantification tools.  The Kalamazoo County Road Commission is using quantification tools in their road/culvert crossing inventory. Tentative approval to use photography equipment.

Industrial Storm Water, Jenny M.:  By the end of September, all facilities will have had inspections/permits in compliance (within a 24-hour time period).  
Municipal Storm Water, Jenny M.:   Within the watershed, 30 communities have permits and most are complying, progressing ahead.  In the near future, Charlotte and the Plainwell, Otsego and Allegan will likely be included as well.
Land Use, Mark K.:  Nothing to report

Point Sources, Jeff E.:  11 March was the last meeting and they talked about funding.  There will be a little extra put in to fund the website, monthly input done by people are increasing.  October 28 is the next meeting and the annual report has been sent in.

Education, Dave H.:  They set-up a table on Earth Day.  They will be at the Carp Derby.  Talked about what needs to be brought to the classroom and there is a meeting this afternoon.  We have seen about 450 students and talked about affects of phosphorus.  Wants to put science/watershed information on TV, newspapers, etc.   
Septic & On-Site Wastewater Systems, Doug C.:  Need a new chair.  No current progress.  .

Turf Grass, Chris K.:  Chris will coordinate Keep Your Lawn Green brochure to be able to be handed out whenever a soil test is done.
Transportation, Doug C.:  Calhoun/Kalamazoo wants to get involved.  Trying to get more counties to participate.  On-site maintenance personnel training will be provided..

Greenhouses, Jenny M.:  Doing study where Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant staff  are doing analysis of runoff samples - it is evident that some drains are a problem and some are not.  We’re waiting for the data.
The next TMDL meeting will be August 19th, 9:00 at the Kalamazoo Wastewater Treatment Plant.

