TMDL Committee Meeting

Kalamazoo Water Reclamation Plant

August 19, 2004
Participants:  Doug Carter, Christine Kosmowski, Dean Baas, Mike Tenenbaum, Jeff Eves, Jenny Molloy, Bill Hunsberger, Rich Koster, Lowell Knapp, Jane Herbert, Eric Kerney, Justin Blackman, Mark Kieser, Marc Elliott, Dwight Fargo, Sue Anderson, Tiffany Seymour, Paul Way, Anne-Marie Chavez, Steve Allen, Lloyd Lambert, John Byrnes, Nicole Reid, Kathy Buckham, Dave Lemberg, Tom Dunn, John Paquin and Bob Monroe.
Welcome and introductions:  Larry DeLong welcomed everyone and each person introduced themselves.  The minutes of May 27, 2004 were reviewed and approved.  
In recognition of her many years of leadership and commitment to the Kalamazoo River Watershed, the group presented Jennifer Molloy with a full-size canoe paddle of “THANKS” that each Committee member had signed.   We will miss Jenny, but wish her well in the Washington DC area.
Kalamazoo River Superfund Site:  Larry introduced Shari Kolak and Don de Blasio of USEPA in Chicago, who gave a brief update on the status of the Superfund Site.  The Site is the lower 80 miles of River, from Morrow Lake to Lake Michigan, and is contaminated by PCB’s in the bottom sediments, particularly behind the impoundments.  Shari and Don explained that they are proposing a modeling of two alternative strategies on treatment of the contaminated sediments.  One would dredge and remove the sediments, and the other would “cap” the sediments where they are currently.  Many Committee members felt that modeling is not necessary, and is just “EPA dragging its feet”.  EPA explained that they can only order action in “order to protect public health”.  Jim Coury asked if there is any bio-remediation technology available that would break down the PCB’s in a reasonable time – no clear answer.  EPA will hold public meetings every 3 months.  The Kalamazoo River Citizens Public Advisory Council will send notices to Doug, who will forward them to TMDL members.  Members can also sign up with EPA to get notices direct.

Grant to Gun Lake Tribe:  Mike Tenenbaum explained that the Tribe “won the right to apply” for $ 1.14 million in federal funds to work on Kalamazoo River Watershed issues.  There will be some funds available for land use and other related TMDL projects, but the focus will be on development of a water quality trading registry accommodating point/non-point interaction.

Super Soils Tests Saturday:  Chris noted that the date for 2005 is April 23.  
Lake Allegan Monitoring:  Sylvia noted that P levels in Lake Allegan are consistently down, and secchi (clarity) levels consistently up.  These are both positive indicators.

Kalamazoo River Monitoring:  Dean Baas of MSU described his mainstream monitoring program encompassing 5 auto samplers, and another 15 weekly grab samples.  There was a significant, unexplained spike of P in the Battle Creek area that showed up in July.  That has since stopped.
Green Roofs:  Chris noted that the City of Battle Creek has received a Section 319 grant to install a green roof on its Police Station.  On September 13, the Sustainable Business Forum in Kalamazoo will host a program on green roofs, focusing on Chicago’s.  Mike Tenenbaum can provide details.

Kalamazoo River Clean Sweep:  Rich described that he has a goal of 1,000 participants, and that most of the communities on the River, from Albion to Allegan, will be involved in the October 2 clean-up.

Lake Allegan Carp Derby:  Steve reported there were more fish taken, but by less people, than in 2003.   There were 153 fish harvested, including 29 by two men from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Obviously, the Carp Derby’s reputation is spreading.

Kanoe the Kazoo:  The events this year do not approach the numbers of 2003.  Unsafe water levels and lack of interest forced cancellation of a number of events, and many of the others were attended sparsely.  Those that did participate seemed to enjoy the educational focus.  

Greenhouses:  Jenny reported that the pilot study has been completed, and there is confirmation of high levels of phosphorus in certain areas.
Storm Water:  John Paquin reported that much effort has been expended in recent months by the communities affected by MS4.  The focus has been on development of area-wide watershed plans, public participation plans and identification of illicit discharges.

Workshop on watershed organizational alternatives:  The Workshop will be December 13 at KBS.   A panel discussion and question and answer format of successful Michigan watershed groups will be followed by facilitated focus-group discussions by Kalamazoo watershed leaders.

The next meeting will be held December 7, and will include a “Community Open House”, where highlights of the 5-year “Capstone Report” will be presented.

