Portage-Arcadia Creek Watershed

Steering Committee Meeting Summary

September 14, 2005 - Draft
______________________________________________________________________________

Attendees

· Janelle Hohm submitted WMP and WMP Update Submittal review comments to K&A.

· Lori Phalen was introduced.  She is with Geum Services (1/2 time) and the Barry County Conservation District (1/2 time Executive Director).

· Jeff Reicherts indicated that Dale Hein is the new department director of the Kalamazoo County Health and Community Services Department.

· Tom Small is the Chair of Earth Day 2006.  Planning is underway.

· Janelle Hohm will go on maternity leave around Thanksgiving.  Julia Kirkwood will step in temporarily, perhaps permanently, on Kalamazoo River Watershed projects.

· Don Brown – Kalamazoo Environmental Council – noted Steve Chester will speak at the Kalamazoo Public Library on September 22, 2005.  He indicated his favorable opinion of Steve Chester’s performance as DEQ director.  He noted that the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council was also mostly positive.  He suggested that a Steering Committee representative comment on experiences with the 319 grants.

1. Status of Transition Grant

Grant Extension to 12/31/05 - Timeline (Bill) – extension approved

Progress & Remaining Tasks (Mark)

          
a) Sustainable WMP Framework/Strategy (group)

· Bill Reed asked how the Steering Committee could embed the WMP in the community, nuture it and keep it moving forward.  He noted that an informal Axtell Creek group has spun off of the larger WMP efforts.  Bill asked who do we connect with?  It was agreed that this topic should be the focus of the next meeting.

b) Watershed Education Programming (Bill)

· Bill Reed indicated that the education mini-grants did not gain traction and that instead that portion of the budget was re-allocated to support MDEQs request that summary information about lakes be included in the WMP.

· A need exists for a brochure detailing Axtell Creek efforts.

· John Paquin indicated that he is interacting with a teacher at the Montessori School on Axtell Creek monitoring.  Jeff Reicherts indicated that he continues to work with Joan Esson’s Kalamazoo College analytical chemistry class conducting weekly sampling of Axtell Creek.

· The committee briefly discussed ideas for classifying levels of expertise of volunteer monitors (e.g., Platinum, Gold, Silver, Bronze).

· John Paquin indicated that the City of Kalamazoo has a considerable amount of water education material.  Their booth was well received at a recent Bronson Family Health Fair.  Materials are a part of their groundwater and watershed education effort.  They also have a 1-minute DVD and have run six cinema advertisements.

· Bill Reed indicated that the education subcommittee has tried to pursue curriculum meetings with middle and high school teacher.  They have determined that they are more successful with 1-on-1 meetings, preferably with Mike McCarville when he is available.

· Jeff Reicherts indicated that he has had contact with a teacher in Vicksburg.

· Lori Phalen indicated that she has seen successful teacher in-service programs work (e.g., Project Wet).  Must meet standards, MEAP, benchmarks.

· Janelle indicated that Tara Egnatuck’s program includes upper level kids from Portage Central and Loy Norrix High Schools.

· The volunteer monitoring QAPP was briefly discussed.  A previous volunteer monitoring ideas paper was generated and pointed out existing materials from other programs that might be used as models.  The stormwater sampling QAPP is separate from any volunteer monitoring QAPP.

· Mike McCarville has had little response from middle and high school teachers regarding curriculum.  He has been working with classes at Hillside.  He indicated that we might be “spinning our wheels” if we just develop web links for existing curriculum.

· Loy Norrix and Kalamazoo Christian are targeted for the Implementation Grant. New learning/teaching opportunities may be possible on these sites.

· The principal of the Maple Street Magnet will be encouraged to care for and feed the rain garden there.  A operations manual was provided to the previous teacher overseeing the rain garden.  Several people check up on the rain garden.

· Bill Reed has tried to get KPS and Kalamazoo Christian on the Steering Committee.

· Mike McCarville discussed development of an education brochure for Axtell Creek.

· John Paquin indicated that the wellhead protection program may be/is MEAP specific and can provide documents if necessary.

· All discussed the status of the education plan.

· MS4s submitted a Public Education Plan this summer in association with permit requirements.

c) Portage/Arcadia Lakes in WMP (Mark/Jeff)

· Draft tables were distributed.  Minor edits were discussed.  Additional information/feedback was requested.
          
d) Implementation - Axtell Creek planting BMP's (Small, Olexia, others)

· Tom Small updated the group on work behind Paris Cleaners.  Plugs were placed through landscape cloth.  Lots of prep work at Maple Street such as brush hogging, filling holes.  Youth Opportunities Unlimited participated.  Jerry Stuart mowed and seeded.  Nancy Wagsdale, of the Montessori School, got a tour.  Considering ecosystem education grant from community foundation.
· John Paquin indicated that additional plugs were set for Crosstown Ponds.  Steve Keto Cato has assisted with planning and providing plugs.
          
e) Downspout Disconnect (Steve Allen) 

· Hillcrest Neighborhood.  Networked, invited, and 11 of 17 showed up at the Kazoo School.  Steve will deliver 13 –20 barrels.  Chris Kosmoski is interested in the efforts for the TMDL subcommittee meetings.

2. CMI Implementation Projects (Mark)

· Mark Kieser discussed briefly.
· Janelle contacted Trout Unlimited?
· WMU provided a great deal of match with their ongoing efforts.
· The CMI project qualifies as match for the next round of 319 funding.  The golf course project was mentioned.
· September 1, 2005 –August 31, 2007
3. Next Steps (Bill) – next meeting 10/03/05

· October 12 SWPPI workshops

